
United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois - CM/ECF LIVE, Ver 3.2.3 (Chicago) 

CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 1:09-cv-01983 

DENLOW, TERMED, TRANSFER

 
Jaramillo et al v. DineEquity, Inc. et al 
Assigned to: Honorable Morton Denlow 

Cause: 28:1332 Diversity-Petition for Removal

Case in other court:  Circuit Court of Cook County, 
08CH43698

 
Date Filed: 03/31/2009 
Date Terminated: 10/09/2009 
Jury Demand: Both 
Nature of Suit: 890 Other Statutory 
Actions 
Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Plaintiff 

Jaime Jaramillo represented by Ben Barnow  
Barnow and Associates, P.C.  
1 North LaSalle Street  
Suite 4600  
Chicago , IL 60602  
(312) 621-2000  
Email: b.barnow@barnowlaw.com  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Larry D. Drury  
Larry D. Drury, Ltd.  
205 West Randolph  
Suite 1430  
Chicago , IL 60606  
(312) 346-7950  
Email: ldrurylaw@aol.com  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Blake Anthony Strautins  
Barnow and Associates, P.C.  
One North LaSalle Street  
Suite 4600  
Chicago , IL 60602  
(312) 621-2000  
Email: b.strautins@barnowlaw.com  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Erich Paul Schork  
Barnow and Assoc., PC  
1 North LaSalle  
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Suite 4600  
Chicago , IL 60602  
(312) 621-2000  
Email: e.schork@barnowlaw.com  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
James R. Rowe  
Larry D. Drury, Ltd.  
205 W. Randolph  
Suite 1430  
Chicago , IL 60606  
(312) 346-7950  
Email: rowelegal@gmail.com  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Sharon Harris  
Barnow & Associates, P.C.  
One North LaSalle Street  
Suite 4600  
Chicago , IL 60602  
(312) 621-2000  
Email: s.harris@barnowlaw.com  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff 

Jason Ciszewski represented by Ben Barnow  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Larry D. Drury  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Blake Anthony Strautins  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Erich Paul Schork  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
James R. Rowe  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Sharon Harris  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
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Plaintiff 

Michelle Ciszewski represented by Ben Barnow  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Larry D. Drury  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Blake Anthony Strautins  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Erich Paul Schork  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
James R. Rowe  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Sharon Harris  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff 

Leonardo Biundo represented by Ben Barnow  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Larry D. Drury  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Blake Anthony Strautins  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Erich Paul Schork  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
James R. Rowe  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
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Sharon Harris  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff 

Crystal Biundo  
On Behalf of Themselves And All 
Others Similarly Situated 

represented by Ben Barnow  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Larry D. Drury  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Blake Anthony Strautins  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Erich Paul Schork  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
James R. Rowe  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Sharon Harris  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

 
V. 

Defendant 

DineEquity, Inc.  
a Delaware corporation 

represented by Trenton H. Norris  
Arnold & Porter LLP  
275 Battery Street  
Suite 2700  
San Francisco , CA 94111  
(415) 356-3000  
Fax: (415) 356-3099  
Email: trent.norris@aporter.com  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Angel Antonio Garganta  
Arnold & Porter LLP  
275 Battery Street  
Suite 2700  
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San Francisco , CA 94111-3823  
(415) 356-3000  
Email: Angel.Garganta@aporter.com  
PRO HAC VICE  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Charles S. Bergen  
Grippo & Elden LLC  
111 South Wacker Drive  
Suite 5100  
Chicago , IL 60606  
(312) 704-7700  
Email: docket@grippoelden.com  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Katherine P. Myers  
Grippo & Elden LLC  
111 South Wacker Drive  
Suite 5100  
Chicago , IL 60606  
(312) 704-7700  
Email: docket@grippoelden.com  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Rachel Lena Chanin  
Arnold & Porter LLP  
275 Battery Street  
Suite 2700  
San Francisco , CA 94105  
(415) 356-3068  
Email: rachel.chanin@aporter.com  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Defendant 

Applebee's International Inc.  
a Kansas Corporation [sic]  
doing business as 
Applebee's Neighborhood Grill & Bar 

represented by Trenton H. Norris  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Angel Antonio Garganta  
(See above for address)  
PRO HAC VICE  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Charles S. Bergen  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Katherine P. Myers  
(See above for address)  
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ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Rachel Lena Chanin  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Defendant 

WeightWatchers International, Inc.  
a Virginia Corporation 

represented by Trenton H. Norris  
(See above for address)  
LEAD ATTORNEY  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Angel Antonio Garganta  
(See above for address)  
PRO HAC VICE  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Charles S. Bergen  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Katherine P. Myers  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED 
 
Rachel Lena Chanin  
(See above for address)  
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Date Filed # Docket Text

03/31/2009 1 NOTICE of Removal from Circuit Court of Cook County with copy of class 
action complaint and summonses, case number (08CH43698) filed by 
DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's International Inc., WeightWatchers International, 
Inc. Filing fee $ 350. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1, # 2 Exhibit 2, # 3 Exhibit 3, 
# 4 Exhibit 4, # 5 Exhibit 5, # 6 Exhibit 6, # 7 Exhibit 7, # 8 Exhibit 8, # 9 
Exhibit 9, # 10 Exhibit 10). (gmr, ) (Entered: 04/01/2009)

03/31/2009 2 CIVIL Cover Sheet. (gmr, ) (Entered: 04/01/2009)

03/31/2009 3 ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants by Trenton H. Norris. (gmr, ) 
(Entered: 04/01/2009)

03/31/2009 4 ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants by Rachel Lena Chanin. (gmr, ) 
(Entered: 04/01/2009)

03/31/2009 5 ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants by Charles S. Bergen. (gmr, ) 
(Entered: 04/01/2009)

03/31/2009 6 ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants by Katherine P. Myers. (gmr, ) 
(Entered: 04/01/2009)
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04/01/2009  MAILED Notice of Removal letter to Plaintiffs' counsel. (gmr, ) (Entered: 
04/01/2009)

04/01/2009 8 AMENDED Certificate of Service (Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 04/01/2009)

04/03/2009 9 ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiffs Jaime Jaramillo, Jason Ciszewski, 
Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo by Larry D. Drury 
(Drury, Larry) (Entered: 04/03/2009)

04/03/2009 10 Notice of Errata in Notice of Removal by DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's 
International Inc., WeightWatchers International, Inc. (Norris, Trenton) 
(Entered: 04/03/2009)

04/03/2009 11 SUPPLEMENT to other 10 Supplemental Declaration of Trenton H. Norris 
(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 04/03/2009)

04/06/2009 12 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Samuel Der-Yeghiayan: Initial status 
hearing set for 04/23/09 at 9:00 a.m. At least four working days before the 
initial status hearing, the parties shall conduct a FRCP 26(f) conference and file 
a joint written Initial Status Report, not to exceed five pages in length, and file 
the Court's Joint Jurisdictional Status Report and deliver courtesy copies to this 
Court's chambers. The Court's standing orders on the Initial Status Report and 
Joint Jurisdictional Status Report maybe obtained from Judge Der-Yeghiayan's 
web page or from this Court's Courtroom Deputy. Mailed notice (mw, ) 
(Entered: 04/06/2009)

04/10/2009 13 ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiffs Jaime Jaramillo, Jason Ciszewski, 
Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo by Ben Barnow 
(Barnow, Ben) (Entered: 04/10/2009)

04/10/2009 14 ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiffs Jaime Jaramillo, Jason Ciszewski, 
Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo by Sharon Harris 
(Harris, Sharon) (Entered: 04/10/2009)

04/10/2009 15 ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiffs Jaime Jaramillo, Jason Ciszewski, 
Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo by Blake Anthony 
Strautins (Strautins, Blake) (Entered: 04/10/2009)

04/10/2009 16 ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiffs Jaime Jaramillo, Jason Ciszewski, 
Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo by Erich Paul Schork 
(Schork, Erich) (Entered: 04/10/2009)

04/17/2009 17 STATUS Report Joint Jurisdictional Status Report by DineEquity, Inc., 
Applebee's International Inc., Jaime Jaramillo, WeightWatchers International, 
Inc., Jason Ciszewski, Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo 
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B, # 3 Exhibit C, # 4 Exhibit D)
(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 04/17/2009)

04/17/2009 18 DECLARATION of Kristie Sigler regarding status report, 17 In Support of 
Joint Jurisdictional Statement (Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 04/17/2009)

04/17/2009 19 DECLARATION of Debra Cotter In Support of Joint Jurisdictional Statement 
(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 04/17/2009)
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04/17/2009 20 DECLARATION of Trenton H. Norris In Support of Joint Jurisdictional 
Statement (Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 04/17/2009)

04/17/2009 21 STATUS Report by DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's International Inc., Jaime 
Jaramillo, WeightWatchers International, Inc., Jason Ciszewski, Michelle 
Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo (Barnow, Ben) (Entered: 
04/17/2009)

04/20/2009 22 NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by DineEquity, Inc., 
Applebee's International Inc., WeightWatchers International, Inc. Applebee's 
International Inc.'s Notification of Affiliates Disclosure Statement (Norris, 
Trenton) (Entered: 04/20/2009)

04/20/2009 23 NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by DineEquity, Inc., 
Applebee's International Inc., WeightWatchers International, Inc. Weight 
Watchers International, Inc.'s Notificiation of Affiliates Disclosure Statement 
(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 04/20/2009)

04/20/2009 24 NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by DineEquity, Inc., 
Applebee's International Inc., WeightWatchers International, Inc. DineEquity, 
Inc.'s Notification of Affiliates Disclosure Statement (Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 
04/20/2009)

04/21/2009 25 Consent to Exercise of Jurisdiction by a US Magistrate Judge by DineEquity, 
Inc., Applebee's International Inc., Jaime Jaramillo, WeightWatchers 
International, Inc., Jason Ciszewski, Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, 
Crystal Biundo (Barnow, Ben) (Entered: 04/21/2009)

04/22/2009 26 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Samuel Der-Yeghiayan: The parties 
having Consented to Exercise Jurisdiction By a United States Magistrate Judge, 
status hearing set for 04/23/09 is stricken. The Court will recommend to the 
Executive Committee that the instant action be reassigned to the Designated 
Magistrate Judge. Mailed notice (mw,) (Entered: 04/22/2009)

04/22/2009 27 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow: Status hearing set for 
5/19/2009 at 10:00 AM. in Courtroom 1350. Parties shall deliver a copy of an 
initial status report to chambers, Room 1356, five business days before the 
initial status hearing. If the parties have recently prepared and filed an initial 
status report, the submission of the previously filed initial status report is 
sufficient. The parties are directed to review and to comply with Judge 
Denlow's standing order setting initial status report. Copies are available in 
chambers or through Judge Denlow's web page at 
www.ilnd.uscourts.gov.Mailed notice (dmk, ) (Entered: 04/22/2009)

04/22/2009 29 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ORDER: Case reassigned to the Honorable 
Morton Denlow for any and all proceedings including entry of a final judgment 
in accordance with Local Rule 73.1(b). Signed by Executive Committee on 
4/22/2009. (gmr, ) (Entered: 04/24/2009)

04/23/2009 28 ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiffs Jaime Jaramillo, Jason Ciszewski, 
Michelle Ciszewski, Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundo by James R. Rowe 
(Rowe, James) (Entered: 04/23/2009)
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05/19/2009 30 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow:Magistrate Judge Status 
hearing held on 5/19/2009. Status hearing set for 6/23/2009 at 10:15 
AM.Mailed notice (dmk, ) (Entered: 05/19/2009)

06/15/2009 31 MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number 
07520000000003843697. (Garganta, Angel) (Entered: 06/15/2009)

06/15/2009 32 INCORRECT Document Linked. (Norris, Trenton) Modified on 6/16/2009 
(gmr,). (Entered: 06/15/2009)

06/15/2009 33 MOTION by Defendants DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's International Inc., 
WeightWatchers International, Inc. to change venue (Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 
06/15/2009)

06/15/2009 34 NOTICE of Motion by Trenton H. Norris for presentment of motion to change 
venue 33 before Honorable Morton Denlow on 6/29/2009 at 09:15 AM. 
(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 06/15/2009)

06/15/2009 35 MEMORANDUM by DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's International Inc., 
WeightWatchers International, Inc. in support of motion to change venue 33 
(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 06/15/2009)

06/15/2009 36 DECLARATION of Trenton H. Norris regarding motion to change venue 33 
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B, # 3 Exhibit C)(Norris, Trenton) 
(Entered: 06/15/2009)

06/16/2009 37 Notice of Errata in Motion to Transfer Venue by DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's 
International Inc., WeightWatchers International, Inc. (Chanin, Rachel) 
(Entered: 06/16/2009)

06/16/2009 38 NOTICE of Correction regarding 32 . (gmr, ) (Entered: 06/16/2009)

06/23/2009 39 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow:Magistrate Judge Status 
hearing held on 6/23/2009. Responses to motion to change venue 33 due by 
8/4/2009; Replies due by 8/18/2008. Oral argument regarding motion to change 
venue 33 is set for 8/25/2009 at 10:30 AM.Mailed notice (dmk, ) (Entered: 
06/23/2009)

06/24/2009 40 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow: Motion hearing set for 
6/29/09 regarding motion to change venue is stricken.Mailed notice (dmk, ) 
(Entered: 06/24/2009)

07/06/2009 41 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow:Oral argument regarding 
motion to change venue 33 is reset to 9/1/2009 at 10:30 AM. Oral argument set 
for 8/25/2009 is stricken.Mailed notice (dmk, ) (Entered: 07/06/2009)

07/15/2009 42 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow:The time for the Oral 
argument regarding motion to change venue 33 is reset to 9:00 AM. on 9/1/09 
on the Court's request.Mailed notice (dmk, ) (Entered: 07/15/2009)

07/28/2009 43 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow: Motion of Angel A. 
Garganta for leave to appear Pro Hac Vice 31 is granted. Mailed notice (gmr, ) 
(Entered: 07/29/2009)

08/04/2009 44 RESPONSE by Jaime Jaramillo, Jason Ciszewski, Michelle Ciszewski, 
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Leonardo Biundo, Crystal Biundoin Opposition to MOTION by Defendants 
DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's International Inc., WeightWatchers International, 
Inc. to change venue 33 (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B, # 3 Exhibit 
C)(Barnow, Ben) (Entered: 08/04/2009)

08/11/2009 45 NOTICE by all defendants Notice of Filing of Motion For Transfer Pursuant to 
28 USC Section 1407 Before The Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Motion for Transfer Part 1 of 2, # 2 Exhibit Motion 
for Transfer Part 2 of 2)(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 08/11/2009)

08/18/2009 46 REPLY by Defendants DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's International Inc., 
WeightWatchers International, Inc. to motion to change venue 33 
DEFENDANTS REPLY IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO TRANSFER VENUE 
(Norris, Trenton) (Entered: 08/18/2009)

08/18/2009 47 REPLY by Defendants DineEquity, Inc., Applebee's International Inc., 
WeightWatchers International, Inc. to reply 46 SUPPLEMENTAL 
DECLARATION OF TRENTON H. NORRIS IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO 
TRANSFER VENUE (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B)(Norris, 
Trenton) (Entered: 08/18/2009)

08/27/2009 48 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow: Oral argument regarding 
motion to change venue 33 is reset to 9/23/2009 at 10:00 a.m. on the Court's 
request. Oral argument set for 9/1/2009 is strickenMailed notice (dmk, ) 
(Entered: 08/27/2009)

09/23/2009 49 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow: Motion hearing held on 
9/23/2009 regarding motion to change venue 33 . Motion for change of venue 
33 is taken under advisement; Ruling by mail on or by 10/14/09. Mailed notice 
(dmk, ) (Entered: 09/23/2009)

10/09/2009 50 MINUTE entry before the Honorable Morton Denlow: Defendants' Motion to 
Transfer Venue to the United States District Court for the District of Kansas 33 
is granted. Enter Memorandum Opinion and Order. Civil case terminated. (For 
further detail see separate order(s).) Mailed notice (gmr, ) (Entered: 
10/13/2009)

10/09/2009 51 MEMORANDUM Opinion and Order Signed by the Honorable Morton 
Denlow on 10/9/2009. (gmr, ) (Entered: 10/13/2009)

10/27/2009 52 TRANSFERRED to the U.S.D.C. District of Kansas the electronic record. (rp, ) 
(Entered: 10/27/2009)

PACER Service Center
Transaction Receipt
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